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Clones Library + County Library HQ from 98 Avenue

Clones Library & County Library HQ,
our firm’s 2nd major projectin Ireland,
is Monaghan County Council’s
flagship regeneration project for the
town of Clones, situated very near to
the border with Northern Ireland.

Our work reimagined the town’s
public realm creating a new public
square within which the library sits.
Thelibrary has been orientated north-
south within a new public square to
make best use of the site, whilst
new pedestrian connections have
been created that link the square
to Fermanagh Street, the town’s
steeply inclined main thoroughfare.

The building itself houses the branch
library and local history collection,
serving the Clones community
and its environs, as well as the
administrative headquarters for the
County Library Service, from which
the administrative and cataloguing
services are provided for all branch
libraries in the County.

The main library hall is a grand
double height volume incorporating
large scaled rooflight slots, providing
daylight and natural ventilation into
the heart of the plan. Spaces for
exhibition, local history and outreach
meetings are all readily accessible to
the visitor, adjacent the main library
hall. Carefully placed windows give
direct views over the new library
forecourt and the spire of the Church
of the Sacred Heart to the north.

The upper part of the building which
takes the form of an L shaped
bar, contains the county library
headquarters function, and projects
over the pavement on 98 Avenue,
the main access road, marking the
presence of the new civic building.

The main entrance to the library is
signified by a cantilevered cubic
form, which projects into the main
square and contains the library’s
executive offices.

COMPLETION
PROJECT AREA

1,500 m2

The library is a key resource for the
local community and has become
integrated into the broad arena of on-
going learning, self-learning, adult
literacy, creative writing workshops,
and activities for children.

The new library therefore has been
designed to be of sufficient size and
have the necessary facilities in place
to cater for the future needs of the
expected growth of the town and the
region, which it serves.

The building is clad in off white honed
aggregate  reconstructed  stone
panels, which give an appropriate
civic dignity to the library’s dramatic
architectural expression, forming
a key landmark of contemporary
architecture in the town.

Client : Monaghan County Council
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Clones Library + County Library HQ from the Square

Key Successes

. Brownfield Urban Rgeneration
. Creation of new Town Square and Reimagined Public Realm

*  Flagship Public Building

. Exemplary Town Library embedded at the Heart of the Community
. Key part of Monaghan County Council’s regeneration strategy
. Project delivered to time and budget

Transformational Library + Adminstration building

. Double Height library hall with uv screened toplight
. Exhibition and Learning Spaces
. Education, Local Archive and Lending

* Ceuitty Library HQ Adririetrative Services
J J
Clones Library + County Library HQ



Clones l:ffafary + County Library HQ from the North
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KEY:

. Entrance

. Library

. Exhibition and Events

. Local History

. Meeting Room

Gallery

. Stock Preparation and Dispatch
. Administration Office

. Void

10. Executive Office

11. Bookstore and Office

12. Canteen and Meeting Room
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Double Height Library Lending Hall

Parapat laval
+82.500

Sacond Flaor
+58.500

First Floor
+54.150

Ground
+50.000
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. Stock Preparation and Dispatch
. Administration Office

Void

10. Executive Office

11. Bookstore and Office

12. Canteen and Meeting Room
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Facts & Figures
Project Title

Client

Design Programme
Construction Programme
Official Opening

Area

o 1 2 3 4 5

: Clones Library + County Library HQ
: Monaghan County Council

: 2005-2007

: 2007-2008

: June 2008

:1,500m?

Clones Library + County Library HQ
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74 Long Lane
London
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tel : +44 (0)20 7843 0070

studio@keithwilliamsarchitects.com
www.keithwilliamsarchitects.com



